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. Prevention of Litter Box Problems

Have your|cat spayed or neutered at six months of age. Sexually mature, intact cats frequently use urine
and feces to mark their territory. Neutering will correct the elimination problems in 90% of these cats.

The rule ofjthumb for the number of litter boxes is: one per cat in the household, plus one. Extra litter
boxes are necessary because some cats like to defecate in one and urinate in another. Sometimes others
will not us¢ a box that has already been used by another cat. Different areas for the litter boxes can
prevent location-avoidance problems.

Clean the litter boxes DAILY. The single most common reason for a cat’s refusal to use a litterbox is
because the box is dirty. The box should be scooped daily, add fresh litter to top and keep depth of litter
to about 3”} and the litter changed and the box washed when soiled. The cheaper clumping litters that
break-up easily will need to be dumped more frequently as the non-clumping litters. (Bacteria left in the
litter box will smell to the cat even if you can’t smell it.) :

Choose a lifter that appeals to the cat. Most cats prefer the texture of the sand-like clumping litters. Be
sure to select a brand with no dust that clumps into a firm ball, making scooping easier and cleaner. As a
health precaution for kittens that might be prone to ingest the litter, use a non-clumping litter until the

i er four months old.

NEVER usg scented litter or litterbox deodorizers. Perfumed, chemical scents repel cats. When you
wash the litfer box, use hot water and a mild dishwashing liquid, rinse several times. Do not use harsh
chemicals that will leave a lingering odor.

vered, or hooded litter boxes can be offensive to cats as they do not satisfy the cat’s need
tential when eliminating. They also trap the odor inside, creating an “outhouse effect”. The
uld be uncovered and at least 24" x 18" =for an adult caLl.1

OXes in quiet, private places that are easily accessible to the cat and where they will not be
children or ambushed by other pets. Noisy areas near ing machines, furnaces, or under
righten the cat away from the box. A house with several stories should have a litter box on
VER place litter boxes near food and water dishes.
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$ have a natural instinct to use a litter box easily seen, they may also choose other, more
cations if a litter box is not in site. You should limit their territory until they learn that the
¢ only acceptable place to eliminate and they know where the box is located. Their tiny
ot under total control at this age and require frequent elimination. Praise and rewards will
earning process. Like small children, when kittens are playing they get distracted and the
ate hits them quickly, they should not be expected to travel very far to find their bathroom
bn’t make it.

cing a new cat into the home, confine the cat to on¢ room with its litter box, bed,

food, water and toys until the cat has used the litter box several times and shows an interest in exploring
the rest of thei house. Once you have decided on the placement for the litter boxes in your house.—
Don’t move them! (if they must me moved, do it slowly!)

Help your cat feel comfortable in his home territory. Play games with him, give him a massage, and talk
i ently using their name. Give him positive and affectionate attention, LOVE them. A

ire, contented and relaxed cat does not need to relieve anxiety and stress by such extreme
rine or fecal marking. They will be willing to use their litter box.
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What to do if Your Cat is Not Using the Litter Box

& Have your cat examined by a veterinarian for a health
(some problems can only be diagnosed through testin
defecation habits. If a cat’s elimination is painful, it
¢liminate ¢lsewhere. This is the number one reason

again, a careful reintroduction to the box will be ne
be necessary.

problem even if there are nolobvious symptoms
g)- Be sure to mention their urination and

may associate the litter box with pain and choose to
for litter box avoidance. When the cat is healthy
cessary. Retraining the cat to use the litter box will
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haps the solution is as easy as adding more litter boxes, cleaning more frequently, or changing
f litter. Try to accommodate kitty’s preferences for location (by placing litter boxes where the
" occurred) and add boxes whenever possible. Special consideration should be given to

ats as paw sensitivity may be the cause for litter box avoidance and kitty| may require a box
1out litter. Try shredded newspaper.
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y intrusion on the cat’s territo y. whether human,
at to feel threatened, insecure, and stressed. This
his need to mark his territory. This is usually accomplished by spraying urine on vertical

I';FCSS frequently, by squatting and urinating or defecating on horizontal surfaces. The more
ousehold, the more likely that one or more of them will spray.

W Try to relieve or eliminate the source of the cat’s anxiet
cannot view| the antics of the tom cat next door.) If the
behavior cannot be identified or eliminated, consuit wi

y. (For example, pull the drapes so that kitty
environmental cause that triggers the territorial
th an experienced feline behaVior counselor.

cause of the inappropriate elimination, a brief confinement period may| be necessary in
the soiled areas, place deterrents in these Spots, and to purchase more litter boxes or new

and equipped with two litter boxes, fresh food and

¥, but don’t let him out until the home
situation has|improved. (Please note that extended p
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strong enzymatic cleaner should be used to saturate and neutralize the grea. To repel kitty
d air fresheners (preferable a citrus scent) or a mini-

or (available from Radio Shack.) When the carpet is dry, a vinyl carpet| runner (spike side

aced over the problem areas. Cats are very location oriented so deterre
ast six weeks after they have been using the litter box regularly to make|
ken and properly cleaned with no odor present,

s should be left in
sure that old habits

g problems is possible with patience, persistence,

and a systematic plan for retraining.
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